6th February 2026

Headteacher update

Dear Parents, Carers and Families,

Following the information shared in last week’s newsletter about
the National Year of Reading, we have enjoyed marking National
Storytelling Week this week in school. In assembly on Monday, we
discussed the importance of good stories and looked at some
children’s classics. On Tuesday, teachers swapped classes at the
end of the day and shared one of their favourite stories with a
different group of children. There is another reading
recommendations poster at the end of this newsletter - we hope
you find these useful. Please note that we have changed the day
we are marking World Book Day. We will be dressing up and
celebrating this on Thursday 5™ March instead of Friday 6™.

You may have noticed over the last couple of weeks that our
website has had a refresh. The design and layout should be
more user-friendly and the photos have been updated. Key
dates have been added and newsletters, Curriculum Overviews
and term dates are all up to date. Hopefully this is a useful
resource for parents, carers and families.
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There are lots of exciting things taking place in school next week. Year
5 have the next round of the Walters Cup football, Years 3 and 4 are
looking forward to their Ancient Egyptian day and Years 5 and 6 have
an Ancient Greek day. Our House Captains are leading assembly on
Monday, parents and carers are invited to an information meeting
about the Year 4 Multiplication Check on Wednesday, and Years 5 and
6 have an Open Classroom Afternoon after school on Friday. It's
certainly not dull!

A reminder that next week is the last week of this half term and school
is closed to children from 16" to 20" February. Let's hope that we get
some brighter and warmer weather for the children’s time off school!

Best wishes for a lovely weekend,

Jonathan Clarke and the SPS Team
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Tuesday 10" February

Key Dates - updates in

Safer Internet Day

Tuesday 10" February

Years 3 and 4 Ancient Egypt Day

Thursday 12" February

Year 5/6 Ancient Greece online
workshop

Friday 13" February

Year 5/6 Ancient Greece Day

16™ - 20" February

Half Term

Friday 27" February

Open Classrooms

Thursday 5™ March

World Book Day (details to follow)

Week beginning 9" March

Science Week

Wednesday 1" and Thursday 12" March

Parent/Carer Consultation Meetings

Friday 20" March

Sport Relief

Tuesday 24™ and Wednesday 25™
March (09:20)

Year 3 and 4 production to
parents/carers

Friday 27" March

Last day of the spring term

Monday 30th March - Friday 10th April

Easter break

Week beginning Monday 11" May

Year 6 SATs week

Tuesday 19" and Wednesday 20" May
(09:20)

Reception production to parents/carers

Friday 12" June

Sports Day: KS2 AM and Reception/KS]
PM (timings tbc)




Reception

Hygiene

This week whilst making up orders for
the takeaway, we focused on being
hygienic. We ensured our hands were
thoroughly cleaned with soap to
prevent the spread of germs that might
make us unwell. At what other times
should we wash our hands? What other
hygiene routines do you have at home?

Year1/2

Setting

This week we read the story 'Wild'. Can
your child tell you what a setting is and
describe the wild forest setting using
their senses?

Year 3/4

Barter

In History, we have been looking at how
Ancient Egyptians did not have a
monetary system and therefore traded
items by bartering (exchanging or
swapping goods fairly). What sort of
items did the Egyptians barter? If they
were trading lots of gold, would trading
for a bag of fish be fair?

Year 5/6

Solution

We have been investigating what
happens to solutes (solids) when they
are mixed in solvents (liquids). A
solution is when a solute has dissolved
completely and become a part of the
solution.

Another meaning of our word solution is
also relevant to our Greek myth writing,
where we are working towards our hero
finding a solution to a problem.

Year 3/4: Practise your spelling with this game: Hangman

Year 5/6: Practise your pronunciation with the BBC game, Dash and
Blink: Dash And Blink: Forgotten French




10 Ways to Take 10...

1.Read somethingyouenjoy- it'sokay to stop andswapifit’'s not fun

2.Switch off devices and make reading a new routine
3.Swap out time on socials for 10 minutes reading

4.Record your reading streak via a reading diary or online app

5.Try different formats - comics, magazines, audiobooks or e-readers

6.Listen to audiobooks - on the way to school or out on a walk

7.Check out your school library orlocal library

8.Choose a quick read and enjoy an easy win

9.Read out loud - share the joy of reading with others

10.Keep a book within easy reach - in your school bag or next to bed

We are proudly taking part in the 2026
National Year Of Reading and invite all
aud young people, colleagues
families to take 10 minutes each day to
read something you enjoy.

Watch this space for more ideas and
upcoming events.

Join the movement to enjoy reading
throughout 2026! #GoAllIn2026

National
Year of
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Visit BookTrust for more GO . BookTrus
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What are they interested in? inspiraion, ALE
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If reading isn’t something your child's

enjoyed up till now.... S
Here's the key: reading ia a habit, ond as long os young peopla
Have they tried these? Fun-filled, graphic novels are a are in the habit of picking up something to read, it doesn't really

" " matter what or how thay are reading.
great way to get into reading.

Allow young people to reod on on slectronic davice - for maony,
reoding on o device might be a great place to start building the
habit of reading.
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& Tha Hational College, cur WaokelpWednesday guldes empower and equlp porents, carsrs and sducators with the confidence and practical skills to be abde to have mdormed and sgoe-opprogriote
cofweriationg with children about online salety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Farmerly delivensd by National Online Salety, thess guides now addiads wider bopics and themed
Far further guides, hints and tigs, please wisit nationalcollsge.cam,
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“—.What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

DIGITAISDEVICES & WELLBEING

Children oged 7 to 14 now spend roughly 3 to § hours o day on phones, tablets, consoles, and computers. That '

much screen time has parents and educators worried — not just about the hours logged, but about online

safety and the knock-on effects on mental health. This guide brings together practical, expert-backed r
strategies so odults can nurture healthier digital habits and help young people thrive both on and offline.
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SET CLEAR BOUNDARIES _'-'I"" ENCOURAGE OPEN DIALOGUE

Estabiish screen-time imits and device-free rones, 2.g. clossrooms and r Create a sale spoce lor children to 1alk aboutl thelr anline experiences.
dinner iobes, Uss porantal contnels ond co-craata H'ﬂl‘nm CLL uwrrumd — Ask ﬂpln—'ﬂdld‘ qul:tlulnl likew, "What did you -l-n}uy ondinm ‘bﬂ-du'f.’"tnbmﬂ
with children to sncourage occouniability. Trying o visual schedules or timier trust ond awareness. Try setting oside 10 minutes sach day lor a digital
app can help children undersiond and stick 1o lmits, check-in whers children con share what they‘ve seen or done online,
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MODEL HEALTHY HABITS PROMOTE DIGITAL LITERACY

- Chikdren mirrar odult behoviour. bemaonstrote bolanced device use, Taach childnen how to avaluats anling content, recognise misinfarmation,
ok regulor scrasn bregks, and prioritiss foce-to-foce nteroctions to and understand privacy setlings. Empower them to think critically and act
reinforoe positive behoviours. Maoking a habit of putting your phone oway radponsibly in dightol spoces. You could use real-IHe soamples from the news or
during meals and conversatiens can show that real-lite interactions come firet. social media to help children proctise spotting fake informeation.
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Adam Gillett s Associate Vice Principal for Personal Develogment ot o "
Panistone Grommar School and waorks on secondmesnt one day a . I nes Nﬂtlnnl:ﬂ
waek for Minds Alveod, which works with schoals on improving thedr L C'U“E E-
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manital health provision.
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